WALHDAB-EH Group

Tony Romas, Wausau, WI

Date: October16, 2008
Present,  Dale Grosskurth, Gloria Smedema, Keith Bergeson, Chris Hinz, Don Wick, Eric Eggers, Nancy Eggleston, Brian Hobbs, Anthony Fraundorf, Tim Anderson, Tommye Schneider, Jeff Phillips, Courtenay Johnson, Serena Ziegler, Michele Williams, John Paul, Don Day,  John Hausbeck, Doug Voegli, Steve Korthof, Paul Andrianuli, Tim Mirkes, Bruce Kress, Gary Garske

Guests:  Chuck Warzecha, Tom Leitzke, Mike Barnett, Jim Kaplanek, Brooke Thompson, Liz Evans       Recorder:  Tim Banwell

	Topic
	Major Points

Discussed
	Action Required
	Assigned

To
	Due

Date

	Minutes
	Minutes from July 17, 2008. Approved

Motion to approve minutes carried.

  
	Approved and seconded


	
	

	Agenda
	Accepted; No additions
	
	
	

	Wisconsin Health Home Outreach and Intervention Initiative
	Liz Evans and Brooke Thompson gave a presentation on the initiative and three pilot programs in the state.

The general idea is to have non-EH workers survey the occupants and refer any concerns onto other resources for further assistance.  The benefits are:

Increase awareness of occupants to health risks, educate public on reducing exposure to health risks.

Draw backs mentioned were:

Non-EH staff may not be able or willing to add on extra survey tools, questions raised will not have immediate answers.

Green Bay and Appleton have a good working relationship with the local health departments.  This may be a source of information to help the initiative reach other segments of the local community for resources to address occupants concerns.
	
	
	

	Chuck Warzecha

Jim Klapanek
	The widow of time to consider increasing DHS fees has been extended 30 days.

The HUD grant for childhood lead poisoning prevention did not get approved.


	
	
	

	Jim Kaplanek
	The re-inspection committee met to develop criteria to charge reinspection fees. The goal is to remove subjectivity from assigning fees. Rock County and Madison/Dane County are on the committee. CDC risk factors violations have been examined and non-CDC risk factors will be reviewed next.


	
	
	

	Jim Kaplanek
	Carbon Monoxide Emergency rule and 2007 Wisconsin ACT 205.  The emergency rule is not formally adopted at this time. The draft rule currently states that if an operator does not want to install CO alarms, the operator can have appliance tested within 14 days by a qualified HVAC person. If the operator fails to do this, the department can hire the HVAC certified technician and bill the operator.  The operator can also have documentation within the last 12 months showing the appliance is properly operating. The rule would apply to hotels/motels, B&Bs and TRHs.  The emergency rule is being reviewed by legal staff.


	Jim will write a fact sheet on this issue when the final rule is adopted.
	
	

	Jim Kaplanek
	Virginia Baker Graeme Act- Dept Commerce is reviewing the application of act to COMM 90.  All pools must comply. Commerce may have to do plan reviews for retro-fittings. Consumer product safety commission has the responsibility to enforce the act.  This is separate from HFS 172.  There was some question on agents involvement with the compliance.  There is a Web cast for the VBG at www.aquaticsintl.com/poolsafety on October 22 at 1 to 2 pm CST.


	Jim will rewrite the pool operator letter to clarify agent role.

Department of Commerce will be invited to explain the VBG act at the next WAHLBAB-EH meeting
	
	

	Jim Kaplanek
	Campground revision committee met. Chris Hinz, Tim Anderson are on the committee.  Issues brought to the attention of the group are: identification of camping unit, inclusion of future campground products in code, tourist rooming houses, how to allow changes in industry,  coverage of zoning and Dept Commerce issues.  There were no problems inclusion of health & safety issues in the code.  The Department of Commerce will be invited to the next meeting to explain the use of the uniform building code to mobile dwelling units. 
	
	
	

	Jim Kaplanek
	Meals served to the public by municipal and county jails.  If meals are served or sold to the public the facility must be licensed according to the Food Code.  DHS is waiting for a formal legal opinion . There was further discussion on the licensing of non-profits.  Non-profits are required to be licensed if they serve the required meals. The exception of meals to the indigent was discussed.  This is an exception to licensing were meals are served to the homeless, for example.  Some agents are involved in education of non-profit food handlers.
	Non-profit meals to the public should be a topic for future meetings
	
	

	Jim Kaplanek
	Other Food Program News- vending machines will be included in next Food Code revision.

Request from DHS for inspection help has received a good response. At this time there are plans to hire more full time staff after January 1, 2009
	
	
	

	Chuck Warzecha
	Discussed the Childhood lead Poisoning Plan Implementation and Oversight Committee; Five Priorities
	
	
	

	Mike Barnett

Tom Leitzke
	New Food Scientist has been hired and will work with food agent program.

Agents were reminded to submit the self evaluation.

The new reimbursement fees are due after July 1, 2009.

Mike brought a concern to the group about pharmaceutical disposal programs and developing programs that are more effective in solving the problems. There ensued much discussion between the group.  


	A letter will be drafted to research action steps that remove legal and institutional obstacles preventing effective and efficient disposal of unwanted pharmaceuticals.
	Tommye Schneider will draft a letter with the assistance of Dale Grosskurth, Nancy Eggleston, and Courtney Johnson.
	

	Nancy Eggleston
	Discussion of how to designate the EH group as part of WAHLDAB

10-22 excerpted email from Dale Grosskurth to EH specialty group:

“Further discussions with the WALHDAB president, co-president, and management company have clarified that the WALHDAB Board is considering criteria in the by-laws for the establishment of new specialty groups.  While that may lead to guidance for how we operate there is no discussion on whether we have a place with WALHDAB.

We have been told that the discussion does not involve the existing WALHDAB-EH or Nutrition Specialty group, other than providing operating guidance for these groups.”

	A letter will be written to t WAHLDAB expressing the importance of the EH group.
	Tommye Schnieder volunteered to write a draft letter & pass around the EH group members for comment
	

	Tim Banwell
	What problems are other communities having with complaints associated with ethanol plants?  Most ethanol plants are not located in communities with environmental health programs.
	
	
	

	Brian Hobbs
	Discussion about providing signage for pools.  Most EH programs require owners/operators to provide their own.
	
	
	

	Jim Kaplanek
	A new software system is being considered- Health Space.  It is currently being used by the state of Virginia for EH work.
	
	
	

	
	There was discussion about  news media requests for food inspection reports


	This was suggested as a topic for a future meeting
	
	

	
	The question posed was if we have knowledge of a sick  food handler do we have the responsibility to notify the facility ownr/operator.  The answer is; Yes we do.
	
	
	

	Dale Grosskurth
	Is there a state policy on responding to mold complaints?  Do others have an SOP regarding mold
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Gloria Smedema
	A NO Smoking Ordinance is going to city council.


	
	
	

	Courtney Johnson
	Eau Clare City will be Smoke Free as of July 1, 2009.

A positive bat was found.
	
	
	

	
	A vote was taken  and passed to continue to rotate meeting between the Wisconsin  Dells location & Tony Roma’s in Marathon County
	
	Dale will send the dates and location for 2009 meetings
	


