WALHDAB-EH Group

 Wintergreen Resort, WI Dells
Date: July 17, 2008
Present,  Dale Grosskurth, Courtenay Johnson, George Morris, Tim Banwell, Marjory Givens, Ron Berg, Jim Steinhoff, Tim Anderson, Keith Bergeson, Matt Olson, Eric Eggers, Bruce Kress, Jamie Berg, Hsing-Yi Hsieh, Margaret Anderson, Barb Salna, Nicole Hunger, Emery Palmer, Tom Leitzke, Jeff Phillips, Patty Lombardo, Michele Williams, Don Wick, Gary Garske, James Blaha, Chris Hinz, Don Day, John Hansbeck, Nancy Eggleston, John Paul, Kevin Hurlbert, Steve Kihl 
Guests:  Chuck Warzecha, Jim Kaplanek, Tom Leitzke, Greg Kleinheinz      Recorder:  Nicole Hunger
	Topic
	Major Points

Discussed
	Action Required
	Assigned

To
	Due

Date

	Minutes
	Minutes from April 17, 2008 approved
Motion to approve minutes carried.
 
	None


	
	

	UW Oshkosh:

-Greg Kleinheinz
	UW Oshkosh students to begin enrolling in Environmental Health Programs in the Spring 2009 semester.
Greg, staff and students from UW Oshkosh currently working with Vilas County, providing water monitoring and laboratory services as well as tourist rooming house inspections and small lodging facility inspections.  The training with the staff and students provided by the Regional Staff is paid for with grant dollars from EPA and DNR.  All Environmental Health students are required to take a 1 cr. course which includes subject matter such as: wells, septic, inspections, facility inspections and sampling.  The Vilas County Board is embracing the program, and Greg feels it is functioning and working well.


	None
	
	

	DATCP Updates-
-Tom Leitzke
	 The Legislative Audit Bureau spent approximately 13 months reviewing the Food and Dairy Safety Program within DATCP.  A report stating their findings has been published and is available at www.legis.wisconsin.gov/lab .
Lead contamination in venison continues to be of concern and DATCP will be sending letters to all processors.
DATCP continues to conduct Standardizations and has approximately 4 scheduled in the months of July and August.

Agent meetings will be held in the Fall of 2008 and a special event training to be held in April 2009.

Cold Stone facilities are NOT retail establishments, they are to be licensed as Dairy Plants as they manufacture ice cream.

John Powell (FDA) may be in counties checking on retail establishments conducting FDA baseline survey.

Possibility of USDA surveillance sampling of ground beef in the future.


	None
	
	

	DHFS Updates-
-Jim Kaplanek
ChuckWarzecha
	DHFS fee increase proposal has been submitted to the Secretary’s office the beginning of July.  From there it goes to the Clearing House and 30 days later public hearings will be held.  Public hearings to be held the week of August 11th – 15th.  Industry supported higher PI fees and Reinspection fees believing that the licensing permit fees should not subsidize PI and Reinspections.  Fees were based on shared costs for the Central Office, State Regional Offices, and Agents plus a factor for the amount of time an inspector would be in a particular type of facility.
Free meal sites at churches and other venues for the needy-  DHFS does not license these sites but provides food safety information. However, this pertains only to churches inviting the needy to meals held within the church.  If the church is taking the meals off-site a license is required.  WALHDAB requests that the policy be revisited by DHFS.
Jim proposed opening the campground code and also coordinating a committee to get things started with code revisions.  The Campground code no longer encompasses what we, as inspectors, are seeing out in the field.  Recommendation:  when revisiting the code-maintain health focus.  In the meantime, WALHDAB requests that a policy be drafted by DHFS.
No more DHFS~  new identity is DHS (Wisconsin Department of Health Services.  Karen Timberlake is the new secretary for DHS.

DHS employees spent a great deal of time and resources on effected flooded areas helping with mold issues and clean-up.  CDC offered assistance by sending staff.  Chuck looking for ideas as to how CDC could be utilized.
Currently 3 vacancies at DHS in Food Safety and Recreational Licensing.

Looking at combining the WEHA Spring conference with Lookout for Lead, Radon and State Sanitarian conference, a 4-5 day conference to be located in Madison.   

Lead Implementation Committee:  Set five policy priorities.  Discussion over lowering the lead level for requiring environmental assessments to 10 up/dl (Priority 1), particularly the financial and resource costs without additional funding.  Similar funding and resource concerns with Priority 5, requiring enforcement around intact paint surfaces for housing.  WALHDAB agrees with the intent of the proposed priorities, there are concerns over implementation.

	None
DHFS to revisit policy
DHFS to draft policy
Input needed for CDC assistance in flooded areas
	DHFS
DHFS
All
	

	 SS 254.715 
-Jim Steinhoff
	Legislature should be held accountable for the wording “dishwasher” in Ch. 254.  Jim recommends that WALHDAB needs to make a strong statement about 254.  

DHS drafted a policy “Service of Fish from the Wild”, a vote was taken and the policy passed with one revision; change dishwasher to mechanical dishwasher.  
	WALHDAB voted that a letter be drafted and sent to public officials, assembly members and policy makers regarding the inclusion of DHS in future code changes.
	WALHDAB
	

	WALHDAB Update
-Nancy Eggleston
	WALHDAB bylaws to include recognition for specialty subgroups such as the Environmental Health subgroup.

	
	
	

	Local Issues

-All


	Handling of Non-profit Organizations- 
Manitowoc County offers a $10/60 Food Safety Class/ no class permit – that gets info out, improves conditions of operation, and informs the operators.  Manitowoc permitted approximately 300 organizations and out of those 300 all operators took either the course or self-test.  For additional information regarding Manitowoc’s Non-profit food stand permit or temporary food stand license contact either James Blaha or Jessica Wadzinski.
Determining non-profit status-
-There is a website that can be used to look up organizations that claim to be non-profit.  When on the website choose your county/city or search by non-profit name or zip code.  http://www.taxexemptworld.com/organizations/waushara-county-wi-wisconsin.asp
How are state/locals handling temporary event licenses that they are not able to inspect “on-site?” ----John Paul suggested going to event sites on Fridays instead of the weekends.  Jim Kaplanek stated that DHS would like to get a uniform system in place across the board.

Flooding Activities Report-

-Tim Banwell stated that approximately 4000 water sampling bottles were sent out and of those only 1000 were sent in for analyzing.  The State Lab of Hygiene is still providing free testing.

-DHS has no resources for cleaning up lakes and shorelines.  Can provide advice in the clean-up of sharps etc.

	
	
	

	Other
	Thank You George Morris (Waukesha County) for your huge contributions in the field of Environmental Health and support of WALHDAB over the past 40 years.  Good Luck to you and enjoy your retirement!

	
	
	

	Next Meeting
	OCTOBER 16, 2008 9:30 AM -2:00 PM at Tony Romas, 1490 County Highway XX
Rothschild, WI  54474
	
	
	

	Meeting was adjourned


	Motion by Morris, and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting Adjourned. 
	
	
	

	
	Minutes Respectfully Submitted,

Nicole Hunger

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


