WALHDAB-EH Group

Wintergreen Resort, Wisconsin Dells

Date: January 17, 2008
Present,  Dale Grosskurth, Tim Banwell, Keith Bergeson, Chris Hinz, Nancy Eggleston, Brian Hobbs, Tim Anderson, Michelle Williams, Doug Voegli, George Morris, Hsing-Yi Hsieh, Jeff Phillips, Jane Peterson, Matt Olson, Courtenay Johnson, 
Guests:  Chuck Warzecha, Tom Leitzke, Mike Barnett       Recorder:  Nancy Eggleston
	Topic
	Major Points

Discussed
	Action Required
	Assigned

To
	Due

Date

	Minutes
	Minutes from October 18, 2007 Moved to approve by Jeff Phillips, Second by Chris Hinz, All Ayes,

Motion to approve minutes carried.

	None
	
	

	Staff Changes at DHFS-Chuck Warzecha
	Jim Kaplanek will be out for a couple of months due to his knee surgery, but will begin working on emails as soon as he is able to do so.
New contact lists for FSRL requested
	Chuck will send out FSRL contact lists
	Chuck Warzecha
	

	Fee Changes- Chuck W.
	Fee increase pkg—DHFS is following DATCP’s lead and going  back to 10% reimbursement rate,  fees have not changed a lot from initial proposal  Cpgd and hotel fees will not be per site/room as originally presented,  this was opposed by industry, though they initially proposed it.  The fees will be in categories by number of site/rooms. Industry partners in general reluctantly support the fees.  

The agent reimbursement is only on license fee, not the reinspection fee and other fees.  Fee for unlicensed establishment will go forward at $749 per industry request.

Pool fees are the same as listed in Summer 2007.  

Agents can choose to charge whatever fees they want.  This proposed State fee schedule is for state-inspected establishments only.   FSRL is  still considering Emergency Rule.  This is in the Secretary’s office and could go to the legislature any day.  The final draft of fees and Rule Language will be sent to all agents.  To affect the upcoming license year, the rule would need to be in effect by May-June 08.  Emergency Rule allows them to put rule in place, legislature signs off, but they have 6 months to finalize the rule.  The 15 month licenses will be charged the old fee, it is uncertain if the Sept. 2009 reimbursement will be based on the fees at the time they were paid, or the increased fees that may not be finalized until May or June 2008.  These fee increases will assist the budget deficit of FSRL.  Chuck feels it is likely that fees will be increased July 08.    WALHDAB EH will send a letter of support for the proposed fee schedule and reimbursement proposal.
	Corrected Fee list and copy of Emergency Rule language sent to all agents.   

Letter of Support for Fee increase 
	Chuck Warzecha
Dale Grosskurth for WALHDAB EH group when fee proposal is sent to the Legislature
	

	FSRL and CD section—Chuck Warzecha
	Internally FSRL and Communicable Disease program is doing strategic planning.   DHFS is trying to strengthen this relationship to make final reports and outbreak follow-up more streamlined.  The facility types, risk factors, violations will be tied to outbreaks that have occurred.   Richard Hefernan, new chief of the Epi Section is interested in getting these two programs more closely aligned.  Updates and guidance for the programs will be based on the previous year’s problems.  This will help provide data to direct program needs.  


	None
	
	

	 Human Health Hazard legislation
CO Detectors—Chuck Warzecha
	AB 483 is at the Senate.  This is regarding Health Hazard statutory changes.  Many of the EH changes were gutted from the original proposal.  Only a few minor provisions have gone forward.  Chapter 66 gives Health Officers and designees the ability to enter a home if they suspect a HH.  The Senate hearing is next week.  Marlin Schneider opposed this due to privacy issues.

The bill regarding CO detector in motels, tourist rooming houses is being brought up again.  We will not support it if it contains language regarding inspection of HVAC systems and heat exchangers.


	None
	
	

	Boil Water Policy and MOU- Chuck W. and Courtenay Johnson
	The MOU is confusing on who is to do the news release.  Per Chuck, the MOU didn’t change the process, but many were not aware of the previous MOU.  If utility chooses not to do the news release, then local Health Departments will be required to do so.  Agent responsibilities in these cases were questioned.


	None
	
	

	DATCP Fee Increase-Tom Leitzke


	Tom spoke regarding Assembly Ag Committee hearing on 1/10/2008.   Hearing was interesting and was a full house.  The WALHDAB/WPHA lobbyist registered in favor of this.  Tommye Schneider, Jim Clark spoke in favor of the fee increase. Al Ott, committee chair requested a PPT presentation.  Food Research Rep also gave a presentation.  Originally in 1946 only 3 organisms were thought to affect food safety, compared to the large number of pathogens of interest at this time.   Industry came in opposition.  Grocers were the most adamant.  Dairy industry stated that the reason they were at the hearing was that GPR funding had been taken away from the Division of Food Safety.  A suggestion to renew this funding was made.  Grocers brought up single food agency.  At end of the mtg, the leg liaison was still there, the chair asked the committee what they wanted to do.  The committee wanted to start a bill to increase to 60% GPR funding.  Shortly after the hearing, DATCP rec’d copy of a bill to have both agencies jointly study .the cost and efficiencies of combining the food agencies of both departments.  If all facilities went to Health, Health gets no GPR funding.  Those facilities would not bring funding along. If they moved to DATCP,  Recreational Licensing isn’t wanted by DATCP, and meat inspection would not likely go to Health, so this is not necessarily be a clean move.   The report will actually be a plan as to how this could be accomplished.  If the bill is approved, this would need to go into implementation within 13 months of passage of the bill.   The big problem is that one program is GPR funded, the other is not.  


	None
	
	

	Legislative Audit Bureau report—Tom Leitzke
	The Legislative Audit report will be out in March 08.   Al Ott’s Committee would like to see the audit result before they approve the fees.  This means they need to get the audit report out by Feb 08.  Of the agency reps in attendance, Dane/City of Madison and Marathon County were contacted by the audit panel.    Assembly can hold on the decision on the fee increase till March 3, 2008.  At that time, they can do nothing, ask for a change, or say they don’t want any change.  If approved, fees would be in effect July 1st, reimbursement Sept. 2009.  To avoid the fee approval deadline issues for agents, Tom Leitzke asked if agents could put in ordinance that the agent fees would be based on the approved State fees, without mentioning the amounts.  Goal is to have all in place by March 15th, to be published by April 30th, to go into effect this year.  


	None
	
	

	DATCP Agent Reimbursement—Tom Leitzke
	Regarding reimbursement of agent fees, DATCP collects ½ as much as they spend on agent program.  DATCP realizes that the fee increase proposal, fee structure study, and reimbursement is all happening at one time.  They will look at phasing in the 20% reimbursement increase over time, based on the fee increased.   The reimbursement increase is off the table for the upcoming year.  The fee increase will help cover the cost of the agent program but not completely.


	None
	
	

	DATCP FEE Structure Study—Tom Leitzke
	Regarding the fee Structure group, grocers were concerned that the system was antiquated and unfairly charged the small businesses.  It doesn’t touch the 200 million dollar stores.  Board was going to hold up the fee pkg till the structure was reevaluated.   3  board members, grocers assoc, Chuck Warzecha, Doug Voegli, Hsing-Yi Hsieh met 3 times to look at alternative fee schedules from around the nation.  They originally thought the square footage model would work.  There was a 70% response rate from establishments regarding square footage of their establishments.  It turned out that the small operators would pay more and the large operators less, thus they will not be using the square footage model. Report that is being written and will be delivered, will recommend not to use square footage, but would ask for expansion of fee categories to add categories to the higher end of the gross sales fee structure.  The current fee structure was in the 1991 budget.  It is likely that there will be expanded categories.  Verification may be a signed, notarized statement, subject to perjury laws, to get true info regarding gross food sales.


	None
	
	

	DATCP Program and Office updates—Mike Barnett
	Mike Barnett reported that Wayne will be in a wheel chair for another month.  He met with Jim Kaplanek and Jim Mack regarding HACCP training to be held in July 14th in Southwest WI.   The City of Franklin is coming on as an agent.  AB 638 regarding bottled water and DNR, says that if someone is bottling municipal water, and is taking a significant amount of a municipal supply, they need DNR approval.  Jill Ball is newest member of the DATCP Food Safety staff.  Attendees requested updated DFS contact list.

	DFS Contact Lists sent to agents
	Mike Barnett
	

	Recall Procedures—Tom Leitzke, Chuck Warzecha
	Normally the fed agency doing the recall will do recall checks.  Tony Roma’s restaurant was implicated in the e coli outbreak due to the Minnesota meat distributor.  There were conversations between State Epi and DATCP personnel.  James Mack of DHFS will be the designated person doing follow-up on outbreaks.  DHFS uncertain about who would do what on this recall.   
	Recall policy will be worked out.
	
	

	WALHDAB BOD mtg—Nancy Eggleston
	Main Board supported the fee increase and opposed the reimbursement rate increase.  They were happy to know that their voices were heard.  Minutes of WALHDAB mtg will be on WALHDAB website.  By-laws are being revised to include duties for officers.  The Summer conference will include WPHA, WALHDAB and NALBOH in July.  The new legislative grid and the ongoing strategic plan timeline was provided for the group.  A proposal to the Public Health Council from the Ad Hoc Finance Committee regarding increased State financing of Governmental Public Health was presented. The Joint Public Affairs Committee will present this to the Secretary.  Any comments should be made from the organization—not individuals.  This proposal includes a suggestion to double the current public health funding to address issues of obesity, alcohol, and health disparities.  Eric Osterman presented a staff report for Badger Bay Management Company.  The board authorized Eric to check with an attorney, on behalf of WALHDAB, to conduct a legal review of the organization’s corporate papers 
	None
	
	

	Sewage Maintenance Program--Courtenay Johnson
	Discuss the sewage maintenance program that was developed by the State with the implementation of Act 347 on April 29, 2006.  Courtenay requests input from those who administer the program, job descriptions, how their program works, charges, etc.


	Info regarding Sewage Maintenance program 
	Agents administering this program
	

	Other food service in schools—Dale Grosskurth
	1. DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America), Dale Grosskurth asked if anyone was licensing this type of food service.  This particular food service falls under the retail food program and the club serves slushies during the day during the meal time.  This is an Ag 44 category, but are not currently licensed.  Other agents mentioned a culinary program sells food and does catered events for the school.  This is licensed as restaurant.  The Pro-Start program is set up by the WRA.  Now these operations have started selling breads from the organizations which are Ag related.  These types of food service activities are happening in a number of schools that were inspected by agents throughout the room.

 
	Send this to policy and interpretation committee for their guidance for schools, to include Sue Quam of the Wisconsin Restaurant Association.  
	Chris Hinz
	

	Captive Game farms as restaurants or lodging facilties—Dale Grosskurth
	DNR Captive Game farms were brought up by Dale Grosskurth.  Dale found that in his county, for a fee, hunters can hunt in an enclosed area, and make use of lodging and meals provided on the captive game farm.   Marathon County has six captive game farms that the department was unaware of.  Since owners have their permits for the captive game farm, they assumed that is all there was to do.  Suggested that clerks, and planning and zoning departments are aware of the licensing requirements..  To find out if you have a captive hunt club in your area call Jill Kaufman, legal Secretary at DATCP at 608-224-5033.  


	To find out if your county/municipality has a captive game farm, contact DATCP at 608-224-5033.
	
	

	Rural Housing Complaints—Tim Banwell
	Tim Banwell had a concern in Rock County with housing complaints in rural areas with no housing ordinances or inspection.  Townships aren’t interested in existing housing, only new construction.  His staff has no UDC training and is not trained in applicable codes to determine if there are Human Health Hazards due to structural inefficiencies.  Chris Hinz requires owners to get a certified building inspector or certified electrician to report to HD on safety of the home.  Home is placarded if this inspection order is not met.  There is an additional problem if the home is owner occupied.  Without a specific housing ordinance, it is difficult to enforce.  Corporation Counsel must be willing to back the department.  Rural housing issues present a problem for many.

.
	None
	
	

	Agent Reports
	Tim Banwell—Rock County Rock County is hiring two new people, lab and field positions.

Keith Bergeson has a new person,  Matt Olsen

Chris Hinz has been finding bars that have ignored warnings and inspection reports from previous year, and also bars that bring in food from home for special events.  They will be hiring a part-time person for the summer, and potentially another yearly position.

Tim Anderson has had problem with bars serving food from homes.  He is working on enforcing proper refrigeration is is not allowing soda coolers to hold foods that are not pre-packaged.

George Morrison reported on AB 524 regarding soil testing licenses which will only be good in one county.  If this goes through, the county will have to pay for county employee licenses.  Waukesha had a successful pharmaceutical collection day in September.  DNR is starting up a pilot program to be able to have pharmaceuticals sent to one place to be dealt with.  

Doug Voegli, reported that effective 1/2/2008 the name of the Public Health department is Madison /Dane County Health Department. They will hire a new San in July 08 and currently have 37 EH people.  They will likely be moved to a county building behind the Alliant Energy Center.  The fees are changing to make them uniform across the whole health department.  They are developing a new licensing system that will be done by the City of Madison Clerk with an add-on for the State fee.  A Supervisor will be hired for the well and septic program.

Courtney Johnson’s main issue now is the new sewage maintenance program.  

Michele Williams reported no new issues. 

Hsing-Yi reported having completed a full year of using an electronic inspection system.  They are trying to pull data to improve the food program, and are working on an integrated billing system with the inspection system effective 7/1/2008.
Jeff Phillips will contract with UW-O biology lab for testing for the TNC program that they just picked up.  DNR records were not provided to the county when they began the TNC program.  
Wood County is going to have a permanent ongoing pharmaceutical collection at the Marshfield and Wisconsin Rapids Police Departments.  Marshfield PD will begin in March 2008, and Wisconsin Rapids PD will begin in May 2008.

Dale noted there is a bill in the Legislature noting June 7, 2008 as “Proper Drug Disposal Day” which is seeking sponsorship.  A staff member is going to start working with the schools on allergens in schools.  Their reinspection fee has increasing to $100 starting July 1.  Anecdotal staff feels this has had an impact in violation corrections and timeliness.

George Morrison moved to adjourn, second by Tim Banwell.


	None
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Next Meeting
	April 17, 2008, Wausau WI—Tony Romas, 


	
	
	

	Meeting was adjourned
	Motion by Morrison, second by Banwell to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting Adjourned. 
	
	
	

	
	Minutes Respectfully Submitted,

Nancy Eggleston


	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


